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Make-Up Trends 
Reviewed

TO CONTINUE, SEE TATEO, ON PAGE 3

‘The realest person 
at Skyline,’ Carlo 
Tateo was a 
mentor to many 

Popular Coach Remembered  

By Titan Times Staff

This  past summer, Skyline 
lost a beloved staff member 
and alumnus, PE teacher 

and coach Carlo Tateo. Early on the 
morning of June 18, Father’s Day, 
Tateo  was gunned down by an ap-
parent stranger outside a San Fran-
cisco nightclub. 

“He was a very caring person 
who is truly missed,” said Coach 
Salazar. 

Tateo, a 31-year-old father who 
worked at Skyline for three years 
and himself graduated from the 
school a decade before, was treat-
ed for his injury on the scene, but 
later passed away at Zuckerberg 
San Francisco General Hospital. 
He leaves behind a partner and 

two-year-old daughter. 
Students and staff saw Tateo as 

a caring friend who would put oth-
ers first. Tateo was well known for 
being kind hearted and filled with 

The death of Carlo Tateo devastated the Skyline community. 

ways there when I needed someone 
to talk to,” said Estrella Amezcua. 
“He would make me laugh.”

Free 
Meals 
for All

By Janae German

Who doesn’t love free 
food? Well, Skyline 
is offering. 

This year Skyline is giving 
out free breakfast and lunch 
daily to ALL students, and not 
just those from low-income 
backgrounds. The access to 
free food offers the entire 
campus a better chance to eat 
every day. 

Free access to food helps 
a lot in easing the stress of 
coming to school and not 
having money to pay for it. 
It also grants students the 
opportunity to buy other, 
more desired products from 
the school snack vendor, like 
chips, soda, and candy. “It’s 
good, everything is free,” 
Hollis Acklin, a freshman, 
said.

It would appear, from the 
longer lunch lines this year, 
that the policy change is 
working to get more kids to 
eat at school. 

Free lunch impacts stu-
dents academically too. 
“Lunch is lunch and every-
body needs food, so I think Students re-enact mo-

ments from the lives of 
youth activists.
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lots of life and energy. He strived to 
help troubled teens find a correct 
path in life.  

“When I would skip [class] he 
would give me advice and was al-
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In Plot 
Twist, the 
Actors 
Write 
the Play

In a world where the adult 
world seems to have gone 
crazy, this year’s drama 

program started their produc-
tion season this past week by 
putting on a play they them-
selves researched, wrote and 
performed. 

“Teens Igniting Change in 
the World,” is a Skyline origi-
nal from top to bottom, about 
youth activism focusing on 
feminism, gun violence, ed-
ucation, mental health, and 
bullying. 

The play, which ran for 
two nights in the theater, 
highlights the lives of real ac-
tivists like Malcolm London, 
Rebecca Darma Palin, and 
Rowan Blanchard, who each 
have their own stories of fac-
ing social issues in today’s so-
ciety. 

These activists are being 
portrayed by students of Ms. 
Awele’s intermediate and ad-
vanced drama classes, with 
help from the students of the 
social justice class. 

“We all got to pick an activ-
ist that we agree [with],” says 
sophomore Avelina Rivezzo-
Weber, who plays feminist 
Rowan Blanchard. 

Every student in Awele’s 
1st period and most of the 
students in her 4th period be-
came playwrights, doing re-
search on different activists 
until they found one that they 
were interested in. After fur-
ther research,  they wrote up 
their stories for the play. 

“It’s like a play inside a 

By Janae German

For many of us here at Sky-
line, the Internet is an inte-
gral part of our lives. It’s how 

we get our news, catch up, and talk 
with our friends, and send weird 
pictures of dog faces plastered over 
our real faces in order to make 
each other laugh. Soon, though, 
you’ll likely have to pay for access 
to websites you enjoy freely now, 
and have to wait 15 minutes for a 
video to buffer unless you pay even 

more for “faster” streaming. If this 
sounds bad, now it gets worse, be-
cause everyone’s “favorite” presi-
dent Donald Trump is to blame, 
along with giant telecommuni-
cations companies like Comcast, 

Change Threatens Kittens
TO CONTINUE, SEE PLAY, ON PAGE 4

Or, at least the 
right to see them 
quickly, cheaply

TO CONTINUE, SEE MEALS, ON PAGE 3

By Tanim Woodruff

OPINION

AT&T and Time Warner 
So what does this have to do 

with your access to large amounts 
of cat videos at a moment’s no-
tice? Well, the problem is the 
elimination, on December 14, of 
government commitments to pro-
tect a concept called “net neutral-

TO CONTINUE, SEE NET, ON PAGE 7

Tennis Team 
Is Robbed
Titanpalooza thief 
By Paul Phelen and Noah Mitchell

While people may disagree 
on whether Titanpaloo-
za was fun or not, most 

people can agree that business was 
good, helping clubs, sports teams, 
and other groups make hundreds 
of dollars to support programs.

“We made a total of $500,” said 
Antwan Adams, working at one of 
the stands with long lines. 

However, there was one major 
exception to the good news, the 
tennis team. Sales of boba tea were 
booming — until somebody stole 
all their revenue.

According to an athlete who 
wished to remain anonymous, the 
thief was standing in front of the 
stand, and the members of the 
club thought he was going to buy 
something. Instead, he grabbed 
their money envelope and ran off.

“I don’t know exactly, but [they 
took] around $300,” she said. Un-
fortunately, nobody was able to re-
cover the money, as it was passed 
around by multiple students. The 
student who initially stole the 
money was a freshman, according 
to the tennis club members. 

Leadership was in charge of the 
event, and heard what happened. 
Fortunately for the team, Leader-
ship generously was able to repay 
around $150, about half of what 
was lost.

Despite the compensation for 
the losses, this theft and others 
raises the question what can and 
will be done to prevent future oc-
currences like these? 

More eating, 
but longer lines 

OAL Coach of the Year

Joe Bates, head coach of Skyline’s football team, was 
named Oakland Athletic League Coach of the Year. The 
team went 5-5, improving on last year. More sports, p.8.

Pages 
4 & 5

LUNCH MADNESS
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Deportations 
possible for 
undocumented 
youth in Oakland

By Allison Dang

Many students were upset 
when Donald Trump was 
elected president, espe-

cially because of his extreme anti-
immigrant and even racist state-
ments. 

On September 5, one of their 
big fears was realized when the 
new president announced the end 
of an executive order created by 
former President Obama, called 
Deferred Action for Child Arrivals 
(DACA), that allowed minors who 
had entered the country illegally to 
stay, as long as they renew the per-
mission every two years. 

After their current permission 
runs out, they can be detained, 
deported, and torn from the life 
they’ve known for much of their 
life. Roughly 800,000 childrens 
will be affected by the decision to 
end DACA, and its cancellation has 
brought much fear to both students 
and their families here in Oakland. 

For junior Alex Trujillo, it hits 
her close to home, as it directly af-

Fights break out 
during event, 
but tension 
started earlier
By Noah Mitchell

When the Titans play 
the Bulldogs and vice 
versa, it’s a pretty big 

deal on both campuses. Espe-
cially during football games. 
Hype and tension usually build 
up leading into the biggest 
game of the season, but this 
time it was overwhelming and 
ended up with total chaos.

“The conflict that developed 
during the game had its roots 
earlier in the week, as players 
from the two teams started di-
recting taunts at each other via 
social media,” explained the 
principals of Skyline and Oak-
land Tech in a joint statement 
addressed online to the commu-
nities of both schools. 

“The low point prior to the 
game was when four players 
from Tech went to Skyline dur-
ing lunch looking to fight some 
of their rivals. Those four play-
ers were banned from playing 
— and even attending — the 
game Friday night.”

As senior Josh Ahanonu, a 
team captain [and a Titan Times 
Sports Editor], recounted, 
“Some players from Tech game 

came to Skyline talking mess until 
[Assistant Principal] Carson came 
and wrote their names down and 
reported them.” 

By the 2nd second quarter, 
the score was 7-6 in favor of Sky-
line. The crowd was pumped up 
for their team as usual. However, 
a student, who wishes to remain 
anonymous, recounted a few mo-
ments that kicked off the mayhem. 

“There was a dispute between 
a Tech parent and coach which 
caused a long pause where all the 
players from both teams knelt on 
the field,” the student said. “This 
left room for two students to brawl 
behind the bleachers.” 

Later in the letter, Ms. Bloom 
stated that,  “At the game, the ri-
valry became far more than just a  
friendly competition, as fans took 
matters into their own hands and 
the two teams could not keep their 

fects her sister whose birth home 
was Michoacan, Mexico. 

“I’m sad that just because they 
are from a different country they 
are treated differently and im-
proper,” she said. “[They] don’t get 
the same opportunity as someone 
from the U.S.”

Her sister was in the DACA per-
mission process just as its cancella-
tion was announced. She said her 
family is looking for a lawyer to 
help. No DACA permission applica-
tions were accepted after October 
5, 2017.

“I think DACA needs to stay ac-
tive because all the people who 
had it are working just as hard or 
even harder than the people who 
are originally from the U.S.,” said 
Alex, “and they should be treated 
equally.”

Mr. Barbuto, the head of the 
Education Academy, said he knows 
students who are deeply affected 
by Trump’s decision.

“I had students crying,” he 
said. They have a lot of “fear about 
what’s gonna happen to them and 
are just overwhelmed about what 
they can do for their future and 
what they can do about [the end 
of DACA]. Because they were giv-
ing the opportunity to move to-
wards becoming legal in the U.S., 
but now [there is] a pushback, a 
setback.”

Since Trump overturned 
Obama’s DACA policy, defenders of 
undocumented immigrants have 
turned to Congress, hoping it will 
make a law that provides similar 
temporary protections for young 
undocumented immigrants. How-
ever, with the president’s Republi-
can Party controlling both houses 
of Congress, such a solution seems 
unlikely before 2019. 

Without DACA, even those who 
manage to avoid deportation still 
face unique obstacles to advance-
ment. In some states, for example, 

to attend public colleges, as they 
are in liberal California, it will be 
more difficult to to find funds than 
for those students who are citizens 
or have legal permission to live 
here. The end of DACA means they 
will lose their work permit, for ex-
ample, making it harder to provide 
for themselves. Federal student 
loans and grants will also be inac-
cessible. 

There are many resources like 
the Immigrant Resource Center to 
help their situation, but because of 
all the current commotion, most of 
the places offering free or afford-
able services are busy and packed 
with many cases. “It’s a lot easier to 
get service if you pay for it but not 
a lot of students can do that,” said 
Barbuto.

For Alex Trujillo, the person to 
blame for this suffering is clear. 
“I think [President Trump] is a 
heartless person because he treats 
undocumented people as if they 
aren’t humans but we all are the 
same,” she said. “Sadly, he doesn’t 
see that.

Students Affected by End of DACA

they are specifically not al-
lowed to attend public uni-
versities. “Alabama and 
South Carolina forbid un-
documented immigrants 
from enrolling in all state 
universities, while Geor-
gia forbids them from en-
rolling in some state uni-
versities, according to the 
National Immigration Law 
Center,” Alan Gomez told 
USA Today.

Even if they are allowed 

Mr. Johnson lives 
in destruction zone
By Rejanea Rhone

When massive, deadly fires 
raced across North Bay counties 
ahead of hot winds this October, 
Skyline students mostly paid atten-
tion only through the news, or be-
cause of the smoke pollution that 
drifted down to Oakland over the 
next weeks. 

“The smoke made my chest hurt 
and I had to wear a mask,” said Ne-
vaeh Iglehart, a junior. 

However, for Skyline history 
teacher Mr. Johnson, who com-
mutes to daily from one of the 
counties most affected, it hit a lot 
closer to home, literally.

“Twenty of my friends lost 
homes,” said Johnson, who lives 
in Sonoma County north of the 
most destructive of the dozen fires 
that were burning then. Called the 
Tubbs fire, it killed 22 people, de-
stroyed 5600 structures, and be-
came the most expensive wildfire 
in California history, in terms of 

property damage. “It was stressful, 
everything was gone.” 

While his own residence was 
safe, Johnson missed several days 
of teaching as he volunteered in the 
distressed zone, helping friends 
and even making soup in shelters 
for those displaced by the flames. 
He said pictures could not capture 
the destruction he witnessed. 

For Skyline students, though, 
the main impact was several days 
of extremely polluted air as smoke 
drifting from the fires created un-
healthy conditions around the Bay. 
Some students overreacted, be-
lieving they were going to die, and 
parents were concerned enough to 
repeatedly call Oakland Unified to 
ask whether or not school would 
be cancelled. 

“The smoke made it uncomfort-
able to be here,” said junior Elise 
Luna. 

Students who have certain 
health problems, such as asthma, 
were particularly affected. Some 
after-school events and practices 
were cancelled, and attendance on 
some days was way down, but the 
school stayed open each day.

Teacher Faced Fires
Chimneys line the streets after the fire in Santa Rosa, in Sonoma.

Marchers at the White House protest President Trump’s action.

Violence Flares at Tech Game

emotions under control.”
Finally, with talk of a shoot-

ing  nearby possibly being linked 
to the  tension surrounding the 
football game, the principals 
said this was not the case. 

“Lastly, we wanted to inform 
all of you that there was a shoot-
ing near the neighborhood after 
the game that was not connect-
ed to the issues at the game and 
is being investigated by the Oak-
land Police Department.”

Clashing players was not the only violence at the game, sadly. 

“The rivalry became 
far more than 
just a  friendly 
competition.”

— Principals’ statement
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Who would steal a 
beloved decoration 
with only 
sentimental value? 

By Viviana Gonzalez

If you’ve had ceramics class be-
fore, you probably know what 
the golden buddha is: A heavy 

clay statue, painted gold, sitting in 
an outdoor area called “the cage.” 
But in September, the Buddha was 
mysteriously stolen. 

The theft, which might have 
otherwise gone unnoticed, was 
quite upsetting for the ceramics 
teacher, Ms. Salonga. 

“It just breaks my heart know-
ing that somebody, or a group of 
people, came in and just took it,” 
she said, regarding the stolen Bud-
dha, which was made years earlier 
by ceramics students and had be-
come something of a visual icon 
between the 10 and 20 buildings. 
“I’m having such a hard time with 
it.” 

Although she’s curious about 
who stole it and why, she decided 
not to pursue an investigation, pre-
ferring to  focus on her teaching. 

“I don’t know what they got 
from [stealing] it, but I know what 

By Kimberly Abarca

La Raza is a club at Skyline 
that was brought back 
last year and continues to 

grow. First established by Ms. 
Elias back in 1998, the new ver-
sion of the group  is led by se-
nior Nathalie Reyes and meets 
during lunch every Tuesday. 

As of this reporting,  15 stu-

Student 
Proposes
‘Safe Room’
A quiet place for 
prayer, reflection 
By Donovan Nutting

As culturally diverse as Sky-
line is, there’s no doubt 
there’s always room for im-

provement. 
Fortunately, Jamila Hussein has 

a perfect idea on how to contrib-
ute. A senior, Jamila is a Muslim 
student here at Skyline who be-
lieves the school could do a little 
more to be welcoming to people of 
all backgrounds. 

She also battles a visual impair-
ment. As troublesome as that can 
be, she navigates around school 
with a walking stick proudly and 
confidently. Not only has she 
learned to live with this hindrance, 
she has also proposed an idea to 
help with another issue she faces 
in her life: cultural acceptance as 
an Muslim woman.

Jamila hopes to establish a com-
munal “safe room” here at Sky-
line for praying, and to serve as a 
safe place for students of all back-
grounds to come and relax in. 

 “I want it to be a chill place.” 
As a devout Muslim, she has to 

pray five times a day; one or more 
times having to be done here at 
school. Without a place like a safe 
room to use, she finds it very awk-
ward having no appropriate place 
to pray, having to do so outside in 
front of other students. 

She hopes the safe room will of-
fer prayer rugs and a positive, quiet 
environment to learn about other 
religions, meditate, feel safe, and 
help thwart the misconceptions 
and fears that fuel Islamophobia (a 
fear of the Muslim religion). 

Mr. Muhammad has sponsored 
Hussein on her idea, even going as 
far as to offer his own room.

dents had already joined the club. 
Students in La Raza talk about 

their culture and social problems. 
The purpose of the club is to rep-
resent the latino culture and get 
more people involved in its  tradi-
tions.

La Raza, which can be translat-
ed as “The People,” takes its name 
from the activist Chicano (Mexi-
can-American) movement of the 

same name, which joined other 
civil rights organizations in the 
1960s and 1970s to demand a 
more just, equal society. 

Reyes, the club president, 
explained La Raza members 
come up with ideas for ways to 
participate on campus, wheth-
er it be for Hispanic Heritage 
Month, Titanpalooza, or the 
club’s annual cultural assembly.

Return of La Raza

The Mystery of the Missing 
Golden Buddha

Although she wants to move on 
from the theft, she thinks it’s im-
portant to have students work dis-
played in her class. She plans to 
make a replacement for the Bud-
dha next year, and has opened it 

I learned from it is that y’all are 
teenagers. I’m just gonna have to 
handle it that way and show my 
students that we’re all gonna move 
past it. We’re just gonna create a 
new one, because life goes on.”

up for students to help.
The sculpture is a depiction of 

the “Laughing Buddha,” a figure 
popular in Chinese and Vietnam-
ese Buddhism and folklore, identi-
fied with contentment.  

Students making the Buddha, before it was golden, in the class of prior ceramics teacher Mr. Raytis.

Even Skyline students who 
didn’t know him through his foot-
ball coaching appreciated and had 
a great amount of respect towards 
him because of the type of person 
he was.

“Tateo’s laugh and smile 
[would] lighten up the room,” said 
Claire Chao. “[He was] the realest 
person at Skyline.” 

Hundreds of students, teach-
ers and other staff gathered in 
the gym two days after the shoot-
ing to mourn, even though school 
had closed for the summer break. 
Standing in an oval around the 
basketball court, individuals took 
turns sharing their favorite mem-
ories of their late mentor, friend, 
teacher, coach and colleague. 

Calling him a campus “prophet,” 
Coach Bates called Tateo’s charac-
ter “second-to-none,” according 
the East Bay Times. “He was able 
to connect instantly with toddlers, 
infants, teenagers, peers, people 
of like age, different age and the 
elderly. It was natural for him. He 
could blend with any group.” 

According to the SFPD, the in-
vestigation is still open and they 
are still searching for those re-
sponsible. On September 20, the 
department released surveillance 
video of three “persons of interest” 
in the case who had been loiter-
ing in the area where the shooting 
took place.

 “We do not believe that the sus-
pects or Mr. Tateo had ever met 
before,” McEachern told report-
ers. “Those individuals (the three 
wanted for questioning) had been 
in the area for about an hour (be-
fore the shooting) – talking with 
patrons coming and going from the 
area so it wasn’t as if they had just 
shown up and got out of a car.” Po-
lice would not reveal which of the 
three they suspected, but said they 
had identified the gunman. 

Unfortunately, as of mid-De-
cember, there had been no an-

Club celebrating Latino culture is back on campus

La Raza members recruiting at Club Rush. 

TATEO: Senseless Killing Takes Beloved Mentor
CONTINUED FROM  TATEO, ON PAGE 1 nouncement of developments.

“His life was about help-
ing young kids, kids in trouble,” 
Tateo’s uncle Don Apperson told 
CBS News. “He worked at a rec-

reational center in East Oakland 
where he helped troubled teens in 
the area to get their lives together.”

Tateo’s family is hoping the 
community will help police find 

the killer or killers. 
“If you recognize someone, 

please make a phone call. We don’t 
want this to happen to another 
family,” Sonja Tateo said.

it’s great. Financially, everybody 
doesn’t have the money to pay 
lunch. I think free lunch is primary 
to school because it keeps students 
energized and students ready 
to learn,” said Sam Hill, a night-
time lead janitor. Students who 
eat lunch or breakfast don’t feel 
as tired during the day and helps 
them be more attentive in class. 

Oakland has offered free lunch 
to students for a relatively short 
time, first being offered exclusively 
to low-income students starting in 
1946, and just this year at Skyline 
to all its students. It wasn’t until 
1975 that free breakfast was given 
the same treatment. 

So who do we have to thank for 
this amazing advantage? Assistant 
Principal Garret-Walker was en-
thusiastic to give the answer: “We 
have a really rich history of Oak-
land when it comes to low income, 
and students getting free lunch; 
and we can thank the Black Pan-
thers for that.” 

The Black Panthers, an influ-
ential Black activist organization, 
famously founded a school in Oak-
land in 1969 and gave away free 
breakfast to nieghborhood kids.

Having the advantage of free 
food gives students the opportuni-
ty to not worry about if they will be 
able to pay for their lunch.

So with all the free opportuni-
ties to eat on campus, is there real-
ly any reason not to get free food?

CONTINUED FROM  MEALS, ON PAGE 1

Meals:

3 | News
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play,” said sophomore Car-
lita Landrum, who starts 
things off with a song.

Schoold Board Direc-
tor Nina Senn was in atten-
dance and gave her seal of 
approval: “A must-see, ex-
ceedingly entertaining, and 
startlingly poignant pro-
duction!”

The main goal of the 
play was to increase audi-
ence awareness and under-
standing of youth activism. 

“We hope the audience 
will become more knowl-
edgeable and passionate 
about youth activism after 
watching the play,” said 
Rivezzo-Weber. 

It was also a great show 

PLAY: Seeks to ‘Ignite Change in the World’
CONTINUED FROM  PLAY, ON PAGE 1

The Fall Art
Courtesy of the students of Mr. Treacy and Ms. Salonga

they believe in. 
You can make a difference in 

the world. Let your voice be heard, 
because your voice matters. 

to watch and a great way to tell 
teens to not just sit back and let 
events unfold. It showcases that it’s 
okay to stand up and fight for what 

The promotional poster.
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Dear Poppa Bear, 

I am having a dilemma  right 
now. I really like this boy who is 
in my 4th and 5th period classes. 
My friends say I should make the 
first move, but I don’t know how. 
I need your help to find out how 
to make the first move, because 
I really like him. Thank you for 
your time. 

Sincerely, 
The Lone Star

Dear Lone Star,

Biggest word of advice: do not 
be afraid to approach him. Un-
certainty is a bashful killer of ro-
mance, don’t let it get a grip on 
you. 

Try being as confident and nor-
mal as you would be around any 
other person. This will make it so 
that you are less prone to making 
regrettable decisions and coming 
off as weird or fake even. 

Another word of advice: be 
blunt, and be honest. Most rela-

Dear Poppa Bear

tionships don’t see the light of 
day simply because the admirer 
never revealed their interest in 
the person. You’d be surprised 
what people may say in re-
sponse to your affections.

Besides, you don’t gotta play 
games. If you want him, you go 
get him girl. 

Your wingman,
Poppa Bear

Our resident make-
up expert reviews 
the latest looks

By Yasmine Saechao

Catch the latest beauty 
trends! The beauty world 
is going crazy with new 

trends! And between these three 
beauty trends, which ones do you 
think are worth it? And which ones 
are a major bust? 

There are three different beau-
ty trends going on this season: The 
Banana, which consists of eyeshad-
ow in a curved crease to create a 
wide-eyed effect, which perfect-
ly explains why it’s called the Ba-
nana; the Perfectly Imperfect Lips, 
which are smeared and messed 
up with the intention of creat-
ing an artistic feel; and last, but 
not least, groomed minimalism: 

Winter Beauty Trends The Banana
Perfectly Imperfect Lips
Groomed Minimalism

which consists of classic, natural 
makeup with the intent that it en-
hances your beauty features with a 
dewy, natural skin appearance and 
a crisp, clean-cut brow to strongly 
tie the look together for a more so-
phisticated appeal. 

I can see why all three of these 
would be popular and trending 
topics in the beauty industry, so 
here’s my opinion about them, 
starting with the Banana: this spe-
cific eye look would mainly benefit 
those with smaller eye shapes, re-

The woman messed up her 
lipstick on purpose. Go figure.

ally opening up their 
eyes, creating the wide-
eyed effect.

The Perfectly Im-
perfect Lips are just 
messy. I understand 
that they’re supposed 
to be smeared and 
messed up intention-
ally, but personally, I 
can’t imagine myself 
walking around with 
smudged lipstick just 
for the sake of it. I don’t 
know how this beauty 
trend became popular 
either. It’s basically just 
the lazy way of apply-
ing lipstick. 

Out of all three 

trends, I’d have to 
say that my favor-
ite is groomed mini-
malism. You’re just 
accentuating your 
features without do-
ing something overly 
drastic. It’s a simple 
look. It’s meant to 
bring out the more 
natural side of make-
up and really makes 
a person look more 
put together without 
being too crazy. It’s 
something a person 
can wear day-to-day, 
a look you can do for 
school or even when 
you’re at a job inter-
view. 

The Banana Effect in full effect. 

A model shows off her “groomed minimalist” look. 

The Fall Fashion
Photographs by Josh Ahanonu
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Ms. Litwin admits 
mistakes, allows 
students to be 
themselves
By Kayshawn Goodwin

Everyday when I walk 
around campus, I usual-
ly keep my headphones 

in and ignore everyone around 
me. But one day, I heard a 
number of students complain 
about a few of the teachers 
I’ve had in the past. It hurt at 
first because I had a mutual re-
lationship with said teachers, 
but then I began to think about 
how many mistakes those 
teachers made when I was in 
their classes.

So I interviewed a teacher 
I’ve had in the past. Though 
she has made mistakes be-
fore, she always managed to fix 
them in any way possible.

Ms. Litwin has been a teach-
er in OUSD for seven years and 
has taught at Skyline for five. 
She grew up in Lafayette with 
her parents, her older brother 
and her older sister, making 
her the baby of the family. For 
such a bright person, she did 
not have it easy as a child. The 
roof of her house leaked occa-
sionally and her family didn’t 
get along. 

Time 
Is Too 
Short

By Simon Huang

Let me tell you how much I 
hate waiting in the lunch 
line. One issue I have with 

the lunch line is that it’s crowded. 
It makes me uncomfortable from 
the number of people I am being 
surrounded by when I wait in line 
every day. If I was a claustrophobic 
I wouldn’t even go near the lunch 
line and make my own lunch at 
home, but I would’ve done that a 
long time ago if only I had the time 
to make myself lunch. 

I don’t even have the money to 
buy my own lunch and the school’s 
lunch is my only option to get 
something to eat for free. One time 
when I was waiting in the lunch 
line, someone behind me pick-
pocketed me and I didn’t notice. 
My clipper card was stolen and I 
always kept it inside my backpack 
in the small pocket in front of my 
backpack which was easy to open 
while standing behind me. I can’t 
believe how easy it was to have 
things stolen from me while stand-
ing in the lunch line.

What pisses me off the most 
is when I have to wait in line for 
lunch and some students would 
cut in line rather than wait in line. 
This happens way too often and it’s 
impossible for the security guards 
to catch all of those who cut. Some-
times other students would just 
push through the line to get ahead 

Inspiration for Teacher-Student Relations

But out of the harsh childhood, 
Litwin came out as an optimistic 
human being. “What doesn’t kill 
you, make you stronger,” she likes 

to say. 
She graduated from continu-

ation school, majoring in “visual 
arts” and now lives in San Leandro, 

Lines 
Are a 
Mess 

LUNCH MADNESS

or just to be near a friend.
I feel like the solution to the 

lunch line is to have people who 
want lunch sit at the lunch tables. 
Then a security guard calls out a 
table or more, and the people sit-
ting at the tables that were called 
on will get up and get their lunch. 
Once the students get their lunch, 
another set of tables will be called 
on and those students who got 
their lunch will get to sit down and 
finish their lunch or finish their 
lunch outside the cafeteria. 

Students that aren’t seated are 
able to sit down after a student gets 
up to get their lunch. After a stu-
dent finishes their lunch while sit-
ting at the lunch table they should 

get up to give other students a 
seat to sit and wait to be called 
on. Rinse. Repeat. Once the ma-
jority of people have gotten their 
lunch it’s safe to go get your lunch 
without having to sit on the table. 
I know this isn’t a perfect solution, 
but I definitely think that the lunch 
line needs to have a way to be more 
organized and faster.

Officer Campbell, a campus se-
curity guard working at Skyline 
High School for two years, gives his 
input on what he thinks about the 
school’s lunch line. “I like how the 
line is efficient enough with how 
the line is set up with the chains to 
keep students in line, but it’s very 
crowded with only one line for the 

whole school. It would be better to 
have two lines instead of one, but 
the school is going to have to re-
model the cafeteria because it isn’t 
fit for more than one line,” he said. 

The lunch line would benefit 
with having a second lunch line. 
It would make the line less con-
gested which makes the traffic in 
the line smoother and serving stu-
dents faster. I hope that the school 
will think of a way to improve the 
lunch line since it’s been a problem 
for a while. The second lunch line 
could be placed parallel to the oth-
er lunch line, but the lunch tables 
would have to be rearranged in or-
der to make room for the second 
lunch line.
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Students should 
be able to get their 
food quickly, safely

We need longer 
to recharge, be 
productive
By Noah Mitchell

Lunchtime is one of the most 
significant parts of any stu-
dent’s school day, ask any-

body. Do we really have enough 
time to even “have lunch?” The 
amount of time we have for lunch  
is exactly 30 minutes. Other 
schools in the district, like Oak-
land Tech, have a full 40 minutes 
of lunch, not to mention they get to 
go off campus as well. For Skyline 
to have a longer lunch, a question 
we should all be asking is, “Where 
are my five minutes?!?”

Mr. Bloomfield, the school li-
brarian, helped answer this by 
bringing up a very interesting 
question: “The passing period be-
tween classes gives you five min-
utes to get to your next class, but 
have you ever wondered where  
the five minutes between fourth 
period and lunch are?”

Bloomfield believes that, “A 
six-period day or a block schedule 
would be the best way to get extra 
minutes for lunch since teachers 
have to hit a certain amount of in-
structional minutes, getting rid of 
that extra period would give more 
opportunity for [those] minutes.”

An extended lunch schedule 
also has more benefits for students 
not only socially and mentally, but 
academically, as well. Senior Ta-
von Peace says “having more time 
in the lunch period would primar-
ily aid students in academic areas. 
I’d definitely have more time to fin-
ish homework, go to study hall in 
teachers’ rooms, and finish tests.” 

Other students simply want to 
actually have time to eat. 

“There’s not really that much 
time to even eat lunch, to be hon-
est, waiting in that long lunch line 
for food,” says freshman Grace 
Smith. 

Even in the library, chess play-
ers are being affected by the short 
lunch. “We have time to play two 
games, maybe three max. Either 
way, we always have to cut our 
games short,” says junior Daniel 
Perry.

There should be little problem 
implementing a longer period for 
lunch on Skyline’s campus, see-
ing how it was done for the annual 
Club Rush event. This was imple-
mented by taking only two min-
utes from all seven periods, to give 
14 extra minutes of club-tastic fun. 

However, some do not agree 
that this would be OK on a yearly 
scale. State law says we have to be 
in class a certain number of min-
utes per year — so if you take some 
away, you have to put them some-
where else in the schedule. 

In the past, says English teach-
er Mr. Scheer, principals have said 
lunch is kept short to decrease the 
opportunities for students to fight. 
We do see enough fights here to 
last a lifetime, and maybe half of 
them occur during lunch. 

The planned move to a block 
schedule next year creates an op-
portunity to change the length of 
the lunch break. If we really want 
a longer lunch, the time to demand 
it is right now!

Our voice is our most important 
tool, so stand up and be heard.

 

Do these students look happy? Intellectually or socially stimulated? Relaxed and ready to learn?

Ms. Litwin, who currently teaches animation, remains positive. 

happily married with 
her musician hus-
band and her 5-year 
old son. 

I’ve always mar-
veled how organized 
she was and how well 
she got along with her 
students. So I asked 
her what her secret is. 

“Students are ad-
olescents,” she said. 
“Teachers forget 
that.”

What she meant 
by that, I think,  was 
that teachers were 
once like us, but have 
forgotten that it isn’t 
easy to change. They 
don’t know what to 
say or do. They’re not 
sure how to handle it. 

By her words, I be-
lieve that she reminds 
her students that it is 
alright to make mis-
takes. For example, 
whenever she makes 
a mistake, the next 
day she’ll fix it and 
apologize for the mis-
take, taking responsi-
bility for her action.

Ms. Litwin is a 
wonderful teacher 

and a great inspiration to my-
self and others. I only hope that 
she could inspire her fellow 
staff to be just like her. 
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More rich folk 
want to live here, 
driving up rents 
for the rest of us
By Andy Franco

I live, breathe, and eat in 
Oakland, but over the years 
rent has become so out of hand 
because of the tech boom that 
I’m not sure what is going to 
happen. (And yes, I know it’s 
been like this since the turn of 
the century, but it is now com-
pletely ludicrous.) 

More and more people who 
are looking for work and want 
a high-paying job in the tech in-
dustry come to the Bay Area be-
cause that’s where it’s at. All the 
jobs are here. In Oakland alone, 
we have Pandora and other 
smaller companies, while Uber 
is expanding to our downtown, 
but it doesn’t matter if you work 
in SF or Fremont, living in Oak-
land is cool now for young te-
chies, and their checks don’t 
bounce.

More pay equals more mon-
ey to be made for real estate 
agencies and landlords, who 
are turning out their current 
tenants in greater numbers 
-- never mind if they told you 
when you’re first moving into 
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your new home that they will nev-
er raise the rent on you

It’s the technological era. 
They’re enjoying it all while ev-
ery working-class Oakland native 
is suffering for them. I know what 
you are thinking: “Why not just 
keep the rent low for the work-
ing class?” It’s smart in theory but 
doesn’t work in reality when busi-
nessmen own most of the rentals, 
not the government. We must un-
derstand the reason why rent is so 

ity,” which basically means that 
all those who access the web have 
equal opportunity to use it. The 
members of the Federal Commu-
nications Commission, which is 
part of the U.S. government but 
also supposed to be somewhat in-
dependent from it, voted 3-2 to al-
low “internet service providers” 
like Comcast to start “blocking and 
throttling traffic and offering paid 
fast lanes,” according to TheVerge.
com. 

“The only real rule is that they 
have to publicly state that they’re 
going to do it.”

FCC Chairman Ajit Pai just hap-
pens to be an former associate gen-
eral counsel for Verizon, one of the 
companies wanting to end net neu-
trality so it can charge more money 
for the access you currently enjoy.

The FCC regulates all radio, 
television and other communica-
tions technologies, including the 
Internet. The five members are ap-
pointed by presidents, but a maxi-
mum of three can be from the same 
political party; the current presi-
dent appoints the chairman of the 
commission. 

Usually Americans only think 
about the FCC when they censor 
something, like the “7 dirty words” 
you can’t say on terrestrial radio 
airwaves. (For more ways of know-
ing what they censor, just watch 
the Family Guy episode PeteTV, 
where Peter sings a whole show-
toon on them.) 

Now, because of three FCC 
commissioners, the whole coun-
try may soon have to pay extra 
fees on your internet bill just to ac-
cess sites like Youtube, Netflix, and 
other sites too adult to state here. 
Many parents won’t pay the extra 
fee for you, so you will lose access 
to those sites. 

They will also slow down your 
upload and download speeds if 
you have their “general” package, 
but for an extra charge, say $15, 
you can get access to their better 
“faster” internet.

In some other countries, a lack 
of net neutrality means that con-
sumers are forced to pay fees for 
each thing on the web you want 
to see, including even particular 
news or entertainment websites. 

The argument against net neu-
trality is crazy. They say we can 
trust companies, and the “free 
market,” to protect consumers, 
and that they only want to prevent 
“overbearing” government regula-
tions. They also say that the inter-
net is worse now, because it is im-
possible for “competitive” selling 
of access to it. 

However, what is left aside is 
that the customers, for the most 
part, don’t have many choices 
— the biggest companies have a 
chokehold on how you access the  
web through mobile or cable. 

All these arguments all just say, 
“WE WANT MORE MONEY SO WE 
ARE GOING TO DESTROY THE IN-
TERNET TO GET IT.” We must stop 
this from happening, so there are a 
few things we can do: 

1. Call (888) 225-5322; this 
is the phone number of the com-
plaint services of the FCC — if we 
call complaining and asking them 
to stop this madness, it might work. 

2. If we do lose net neutrality 
we need to protest, just like after 
the election. Look up local protests 
online and join. 

Maybe if enough fight back we 
might get to keep the internet the 
lovely home of cat videos and dank 
memes, safe and free to access 
when you need it.   

CONTINUED FROM  NET, ON PAGE 1

NET: Save 
Teh Kittehs

Artist rendering of the future Trammell Crow project that will include apartments, retail space, 
parking, and art on Webster and Valdez Streets at 23rd Street. Because Oakland is still drawing 
new residents with money, building new units does not necessarily mean rents will decline. 

expensive in Oakland now is the 
fact that landlords want to have 
newer and richer people to live 
in their homes so they can charge 
more. Simple economics. 

I went to an Oakland Commons 
meeting earlier in the school year 
and one speaker said the only way 
to solve the housing problem in 
Oakland is to build more houses. 
The idea is that the rich can move 
into houses more to their liking, 
which causes them to move out, 

and regular people to move 
back into the cheaper houses, 
basically filtering everyone out. 
There are some new big hous-
ing developments happening, 
like the one down by the estu-
ary, but more new rich people 
might arrive to take them. 

I’d like to learn some other 
ways we can combat the cur-
rent housing crisis, and maybe 
buy us some time to prepare for 
the next one.

Who Is the New Oakland Being Built For?

A Sip of Skyline’s Tea
“What if we had an Intruder, an earthquake, 

and a fire all on the same day…?” 
— Overheard on the fire road

“So dark in here I can’t hear the screen.”
— Overheard in the 30 building

“You don’t need to work out, you thiiiiiicc.”
— Overheard in the 20 building

“Drinking yourself to sleep is simple economics”
— Overheard in the 20 building

“You know I don’t like to work things out when 
I’m high, that’s why I wasn’t trying to talk to you.” 

— Overheard in the parking lot

“You really going to call me dirty 
over a bag of chips?!” 
— Overheard in the 20 building

“I’m banned from Romania. I 
accidentally tore up the colosseum”

— Overheard in the 30 building

“Because I’ve been doing good, like 
not flashing my t****s at people.”

— Overheard in the parking lot

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS
Majorette 
Disappointment
Dear Titan Times,

I remember my freshman 
year, I was at a football game 
and to the side of me there 
were dancers. At the time, I 
didn’t know the name but they 
weren’t cheerleaders, they 
were called majorettes and 
ever since I wanted to dance 
with them. 

I couldn’t sophomore or ju-
nior year, but at the end of ju-
nior year I tried out and made 
the team. It was summer and 
we had practices twice a week, 
paying to get our outfits, and 
getting ready for the first game 
by even performing during the 
summer. Once the school year 
started, everybody was so ex-
cited to dance at the games for 
our team. 

Two days before the first 
game, though, the adminis-
tration told us we were not al-
lowed to perform. We were 
devastated! 

They said we couldn’t per-
form because we didn’t have 
physicals, which nobody had 
told us about. We made an 
agreement saying that if by 
next week we have them, can 
we perform? They said yes. 
The admin had plenty of meet-
ings with our coach and some 
days before the next game they 
told our coach she needed to 
take a coaching class, TB shot, 
etc.. so they stopped us from 
performing again. 

The next week they told us 
we cannot perform at any pre-
season games, but we were 
okay with it because all we 
wanted was the Homecoming 
Game. However, we performed 
at the Oakland Tech game, 

without permission, and so we 
were not allowed to perform at 
the homecoming game. 

One day, we were practic-
ing in the band room and on the 
field. Our coach came down and 
said we have to get off the field 
and that we cannot practice on 
Skyline property. She also said 
that she was banned from the 
campus. 

We were confused because 
we didn’t do anything wrong. 
We were told if we dance or 
practice they can kick us out of 
the school! I was ready to get 
off the team, in any case, with 
all this time wasted on pointless 
practices and meetings. I felt like 
I’m a senior, I could have a job, 
but I don’t, just to be on a team 
that can’t even perform.

As of this time, the admin is 
saying they will let us perform at 
basketball games if we all have 
physicals and our coach com-
pleted everything. We will see!

    
  Ya Girl, 

Nadia Jones ;)

Gross Restrooms
Dear Titan Times,

I would like to draw your at-
tention to a problem at Skyline. 
The bathrooms are always very 
dirty and they don’t provide 
what we need. Sometimes you’ll 
go in the bathrooms and there’s 
no soap or toilet paper, or even 
the toilets are broken.

The floors look disgusting, 
sometimes I don’t know wheth-
er it’s water or something else. 
It doesn’t make me feel comfort-
able using the restroom because 
of the way it looks and smells. 
There’s no mirrors, and the stalls 
are written on.

Sincerely, 
Jackie Villegas
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We asked Jordan Bess a few question about herself and 
what inspires her. She said one of her greatest experiences is 
playing in the national championship volleyball tournament 
with her team. “I am a hard worker,” Bess said. She handles 

stress by hanging out with her friends. She is also in a 
relationship. Finally, she added, “My role model is my 

mother because she became successful all by herself.”

Janissa Salazar has advice for freshmen: “Just take [school] 
seriously and don’t joke around in class.” She says her greatest 

strength is being smart, and that her weakness is, “I get 
mad very fast.” Her greatest accomplishment was when “I 

made it to NorCal in my freshman and sophomore year for 
golf.” She handles stress by “trying to forget about it.” What 

will she do if she finds $10 million? “GO SHOPPING!”

Titan Times Athletes of the Month
8 | Sports

In
te

rv
ie

w
s &

 p
ho

to
gr

ap
hs

 b
y B

y N
as

im
  A

l-J
ab

ri 
an

d 
Le

ro
y Y

au

The Fall Sports
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